INTRODUCTION

Characters of the Prelude

KING,    VIZIER,     GENERAL    (BUOY
VARMA)

CHINESE       AMBASSADOR,       PUNDIT
(SRUTI-BHUSHAN)

POET     (KABI-SHEKHAR),      GUARDS,
COURTIERS, HERALD

The stage is on two levels : the higher,
at the back, for the Song-preludes
alone, concealed by a purple curtain ;
the lower only being discovered when
the drop goes up. Diagonally across
the extreme left of the lower stage, is
arranged the king's court, with various
platforms, for the various dignitaries
ascending to the canopied throne.